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DECLARATION OF JOANNA SOUTHARD

1, Joanna Southérd, declare:

1. I am the Assistant Chief of the Elections Division with the Califonﬁa Secretary of State.
I have served in that capacity since 2008. In that capacity, I am familiar with all aspects of the
Division’s work. | '

2. Attached heréto, vrriarked as Exhibit A, is a trué and correct copy of the J ﬁne 5, 2012,
Presidential Primary Election Calendar prepared by the Elections Division. This calendar has
beendistributed to all 58 California county elections officials and may be accessed on the |
Secretary of State’s website at http://www.sps.ca.gov/elections/2012—elections/calendar, »

_ 3. As shown on the calendar, there are events on the primary election calendar that have
already occurred or commenced.. These include the time for candidates for voter-nominated |
offices to secure sighatures in lieu of all or part of the filing fee for an office. (See Exh. A, p. 6-7,
q1) As shown on the calendar, the period ‘for'securing signatures in lieu commenced
December 30, 201i and eﬁds on Februéry 23, 2012. In addition, the calendar shows thét the time
period for all non-presidential .candidates to file declaration of candidacy and nomination papers
commences Febfuary 13,2012 and ends March 9, 2012. (See Exh. A, p. 6-10, §29.)

4. The Secretary.of State has provided guidance to County Clerks and Registrars of Voters
regarding the Top Two Candidétes Open Primary Act. ‘

5. Attached hereto, marked aLs Exhibit B, is a true and correct copy of memorandum #11125
from Jana Lean, Chlef of the Elections Division, to All County Clerks/Registrars of Voters '
‘regardmg “Candldate Designation of Pohucal Party” for the Top Two Candidates Open Prxmary
Act. _ »

6. Attached heretc;, mafked as Exhibit C; is a true and correét copy of mémorandum #11126
ffom Jana Lean to All County Clerks/Registraié of Votefs regarding “Implementation Guidelines”
for the Top Two Candidates Open Primary Act. - _ |

| 7. The Secretary of State maintains information regarding the Top Two Candidates Open
Primary Act and voter-nominated offices on the office’s official website. Attached hereto,

marked as Exhibit D, is a true and correct copy of material explaining the top two or open

2
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primary election system. This _materi_al may be acces'séd on the Se,;;retary of State’s website at
WWW.S05.Ca. gov/elechons/’?OIZ—elecnons/June-pnmary/pdﬂnew open—pnmary-mfo pdf.

* 8. The website of the Secretary of State: includes addltlonal mformatlon regarding pnmary
elections in California, ,including-_prima'r}_{-elections for voter—nominated offices. Attached,hereto,» '
marked as Exhibit E, isa true and correct copy of information entitled “Frequently Asked -
Questions—Primary Elections i in’ Cahfomla " This material may-be accessed in its ongmal :

format on the Secretary-of State’s: web31te athttp://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/2012- elechons/;une-‘ _

pnmary/-faq&pmmary—.ZOlZ-.htm.

9: Since the Top Two Candidates Open Primary-Act w’e‘n‘t:ii}to effect on January 1,201 1,
there havebect two. spéci'al' elections in Ca_lif(’)nﬁa..ﬂi'at Have g‘oné,.v to the general election under E
the new top two.or open. primary system. These were:the special general election for Assembly
District v4,.-.he_1‘d’ May 3, 2011, and.the special .general election for Congressional District 36, held
July 12, 201 1 |

10. In addition, two other spécial clectlons that concluded w1th the' primary election. have

been held: under the new: top two or open primary system. These were the special primary

“€lections.for Senate District 17 and Senate District 28; both ligld on Febiuary 15,2011, In each

spec,ial election;.the _genqrali election was not held be_c_aus_eﬁon@:_candi,date received more than: 50
percent of the vote{.._ ” |

1'.1':. Information about the spécial elec‘tions may be accessed on the Secretary of State’s
website at http://www.sos:ca. gov/electxons/electlons specials:htm.. |

Ideclare under penalty of pequry under the Iaws of the:State of Cahforma that the
foregom0 is:true and correct.

‘Executed this s 297" day of January 2012 at Sacramento, Cahforrua

SLQ/ANNA SOUTHAKD ' )

SA2011103315
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